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STOVER SCHOLARS VISIT 
JUSTICE O’CONNOR, AND OTHER 
PROMINENT WASHINGTON, D.C. 
LEADERS 

Waynesburg University’s Stover Scholars 
met six influential leaders in Washington, 
D.C. on Friday, November 2, 2012. They 
are: former U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Sandra Day O’Connor, former U.S. Attorney 
General and Pennsylvania Governor Richard 
L. Thornburgh, Roman Catholic Cardinal 
Donald Wuerl, Supreme Court litigators 
Michael Carvin and Gregory Katsas, and 
economist Richard Rahn.

The group then visited Cardinal Donald 
Wuerl at St. Matthew’s Cathedral, where 
Wuerl expressed hope that the Stover 
Scholars would be leaders of change in the 
future and urged them to stay connected 
to America’s traditional values and moral 
foundations. “Like the branch has to stay 
connected to the vine, we cannot risk being 
disconnected from our roots,” he said. “We 
need to be confident in the truth and not 
apologize for it,” he continued. 

Stover Scholar Rachael Sinis commented, 
“What resonated most with me was Cardinal 
Wuerl’s statement that our society is hungry 
for positive change with all the issues our 
society faces today.” “His confidence that 
people are looking for effective solutions 
was reassuring,” Sinis said.

 See D.C Trip on Page 2

STOVER SCHOLARS CELEBRATE 
CONSTITUTION DAY THROUGH 
THEATRICAL PRODUCTION 

Waynesburg 
University’s 
Stover Scholars 
presented “Bread, 
Bakers and the 
Constitution” 
Monday, Sept. 17, 
in the Goodwin 
Performing 
Arts Center in 
celebration of 
Constitution Day.          See Play on Page 4

SCHOLARS VISIT 
GOVERNOR CORBETT 
AT STATE CAPITOL

SPRING 2013

Waynesburg University’s Stover 
Scholars visited Governor Tom 
Corbett, Senators Tim Solobay 
(Canonsburg) and Stewart 
Greenleaf (Bucks County) and 
Representative Pam Snyder 
(Greene County) during a trip to 
the state capitol in Harrisburg 
Monday, Feb. 11, 2013. 
Showing the Stover Scholars 
his private office, Governor 
Corbett pointed to a painting 
of Pennsylvania’s founder and 
first governor William Penn 
and paintings of all subsequent 
governors, including Benjamin 
Franklin.

See Harrisburg on Page 3
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The Scholars then met retired Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor at the U.S. Supreme Court. “Justice 
O’Connor has been such an influence and 
inspiration to women throughout America. Her 
hard work set a great precedent on the Supreme 
Court for all women involved in law and related 
careers,” said Stover Scholar Mollie Pugh. Justice 
O’Connor told the Stover Scholars that she 
“worked hard to set a good precedent as the first 
woman Justice, not a bad one.” Stover Scholar 
Patrick Kopas commented, “Justice O’Connor was 
amazing to meet. She humored us with her old-
fashioned, cowgirl personality.”

The Stover Scholars ended their D.C. trip by 
meeting former U.S. Attorney General and 
Pennsylvania Governor Dick Thornburgh at the 
Metropolitan Club. Thornburgh’s remarks about 
ethics and law drew upon Micah 6:8: “do justice, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.” 
Thornburgh related the challenges he faced upon 
losing his first wife in a car accident, the resulting 
disability of his son, the Three Mile Island nuclear 
catastrophe soon after becoming governor, 
election losses and victories, all with his faith 
in God. Governor Thornburgh challenged the 
scholars with a newspaper clipping hanging in 
his kitchen, “If you were arrested for being a 
Christian, would there be enough evidence to 
convict you?” Stover Scholar Nika Anschuetz 
said, “Governor Thornburgh reminded me how 
important a strong faith is in leadership.”

Waynesburg University President Timothy R. 
Thyreen said, “We are grateful that Justice 
O’Connor, Governor Thornburgh, Cardinal Wuerl, 
and other public leaders opened their hearts and 
minds to the Stover Scholars. This experience will 
help to inspire the Stover Scholars to become 
prominent leaders in government, in the law, 
and the church. The Stover Scholars Program has 
become everything that Dr. Stover and I dreamed 
it would be.” 

The Stover Scholars then visited former Chamber 
of Commerce economist Dr. Richard Rahn, 
Chairman of the Institute for Global Economic 
Growth, at the Cato Institute. Rahn listed the 
requirements for a prosperous economy such 
as the Rule of Law, free markets, reasonable 
levels of taxation, government, regulation, sound 
monetary policy, respect for private property, 
and a cultural ethos of truth-telling. “Dr. Rahn 
presented to us specific and realistic libertarian 
economic strategies that would help restore the 
nation to prosperity. I thoroughly enjoyed hearing 
his powerful and convincing condemnation of 
the nation’s current policies and how the nation 
has strayed from the Founding principles that 
brought us success in the first place,” said Stover 
Scholar Jeremy Hinkle.

D.C.TRIP
Continued from Page 1
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Corbett said that he seeks to set the course for the future by 
being faithful to the legacy of his predecessors. After touring 
the capitol, the Stover Scholars were the first group from 
Greene County to visit newly elected Representative Pam 
Snyder. Reflecting upon the trappings of her new position, 
Snyder urged the Stover Scholars to “remember where you 
came from and maintain your character and humility wherever 
you find yourself.”

Two Pennsylvania Senators met with the Stover Scholars: 
Senator Tim Solobay and Senator Stewart Greenleaf. Referring 
to his background as a state constable, X-Ray technician 
and firefighter, Solobay said that he draws upon all of his life 
experiences as a legislator. Stressing his commitment to political 
independence, Senator Greenleaf said, “You never want to 
be in politics because you have to have a job.” Stover Center 
Director, Lawrence M. Stratton, a Presbyterian minister, opened 

the Senate session as the guest Chaplain with a prayer.

“The Stover Scholars had an extraordinary experience to 
thoroughly engage the Governor, two Senators, and our 
Representative,” said Stratton. “Because of this opportunity, the 
students will hopefully be inspired to become respected public 
leaders themselves.” 

The Stover Scholars also reflected about their trip to the 
Commonwealth’s Capital. 

Sophomore Gina Robinson said, “The best part of the day was 
meeting with Governor Corbett. Hearing his views on budgeting 
decisions rather than being subject to the bias of the media’s 
reporting was incredible. I now feel as though I truly understand 
an issue I never would have without talking to him.” 

Senior Zach Mason stated, “Being a Greene County native, it was 
inspiring to see Representative Snyder in her new leadership 
role and how she remained humble as she has gained new 
positions.” Sophomore Jeremy Hinkle commented, “My favorite 
part of the trip was meeting with Senator Solobay. I was 
thoroughly impressed by his pragmatic approach to pressing 
issues. His type of impartiality must be emulated in order to 
break the great barrier of partisanship that is ever-present in 
politics.” 

Senior Zander Shashura appreciated Senator Greenleaf’s insight, 
“When you don’t know what to do, put your trust in Christ and 
do what is right in His eyes and you will do the right thing.”

HARRISBURG
Continued from Page 1

     Meet Stover Scholar Anthony Cooper 

Senior Stover Scholar Anthony Cooper from Lewisburg, PA is majoring in Pre-Law with 
minors in Philosophy, English and Political Science. Anthony was recently selected out of 3,200 
applicants to orally present his topic of “An Invisible Theorist: Revitalizing the Philosophy of 
Adam Smith” at the National Conference on Undergraduate Research in La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

“Acceptance to present at the conference felt like the perfect capstone to my undergraduate 
career at Waynesburg. I was overjoyed with the opportunity and have only Dr. Stratton and 
the Stover Program to thank as my various experiences and discussions as part of the Stover 
program played a huge role in my research project,” stated Cooper.
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Transforming the polis!
Waynesburg University’s Stover Center for Constitutional Studies and Moral Leadership 
is an interdisciplinary scholarly center dedicated to bringing insights from the U.S. 
Constitution's Founding Era and from Christianity to bear in the contemporary public 
square, with the ultimate goal of creatively transforming the ethical state of the polis. 

Other notable leaders with whom the Stover Scholars have met include Justices Samuel 
Alito, Sonia Sotomayor, Sandra Day O’Connor, former U.S. Attorney General Edwin Meese, 
U.S. Senator Pat Toomey, Former Assistant Los Angeles Police Chief (Robert Vernon), 
Ambassadors Kislyak (Russia), Sager (Switzerland), and Karran (Guyana), and Drug Czar 
John Walters. 

For more information about the Stover Center, visit  
http://stovercenter.waynesburg.edu

The Stover Scholars personify America’s confident hope in the future.

Lawrence M. Stratton J.D., Ph.D.
Director, Stover Center

“BLESSED IS THE NATION WHOSE GOD IS LORD, THE PEOPLE WHOM HE HAS CHOSEN FOR HIS OWN INHERITANCE.”
Psalm 33:12

“The play's central characters, Founding Father James Madison, and Supreme Court 
Justices Rufus Peckham, John Marshall Harlan, and Oliver Wendell Holmes, engagingly 
dramatized the central constitutional concepts of the need to check and balance 
factions, the Separation of Powers, Federalism, judicial review, and the scope of 
economic regulation which continue to be debated in America today,” said Lawrence 
Stratton, Director of the Stover Center for Constitutional Leadership and Assistant 
Professor of Ethics and Constitutional Law.

Written by two Waynesburg University Stover Scholars, Chase Ayers and Daniel 
Czajkowski, “Bread, Bakers and the Constitution” portrayed the constitutional context 
and legal debates surrounding the landmark 1905 U.S. Supreme Court case, Lochner 

v. New York. This case struck 
down New York’s statutory 
limitation on baker hours. 
The case raises the enduring 
structural constitutional issues of federalism, judicial review 
and the extent of government regulation of the economy and 
commerce. Professor Edward L. Powers, associate professor 
of theatre at Waynesburg University, directed the play.

“I salute the Stover Scholars, both the two playwrights Chase 
Ayers and Daniel Czajkowski and the entire cast, for their 
creative work,” Stratton said.

PLAY
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